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to communicate to him what he valued much more than his estate, all the
secrets of his pretended science.   Vincent feared the danger of his soul
much more than all the hardships of his slavery, and most earnestly im-
plored the divine assistance against it, recommending himself particularly
to the intercession of the Blessed Virgin, to which he ever after attributed
his victory over this temptation.   He lived with this old man from September
1605 to August 1606, when, by this physician's death, he fell to the share
of a nephew of his master, a true man-hater.   By resignation to the divine
will and confidence in providence, he enjoyed a sweet repose in his own
heart under all accidents, hardships, and dangers; and by assiduous devout
meditation on the sufferings of Christ, learned to bear all his afflictions
with comfort and joy, uniting himself in spirit with his Divine Redeemer,
and studying to copy in himself his lessons of perfect meekness, patience,
silence, and charity.    This new master sold him in a short time to a
renegade Christian, who came from Nice, in Savoy.   This man sent him
to his temat, or farm, situate on a hot desert mountain.    This apostate
had three wives, of which one, who was a Turkish woman, went often to
the field where Vincent was digging, and out of curiosity would ask him
to sing the praises of God.   He used to sing to her, with tears in his eyes,
the psalm, " Upon the Rivers of Babylon," &c., the " Salve Regina," and
such like prayers.   She was so much taken with our holy faith and doubt-
less with the saintly deportment of the holy slave that she never ceased
repeating to her husband that he had basely abandoned the only true
religion, till, like another Caiaphas or ass of Balaam, without opening her
own eyes to the faith she made him enter into himself.   Sincerely repent-
ing of his apostasy, he agreed with Vincent to make their escape together.
They crossed the Mediterranean sea in a small light boat which the least
squall of wind would overset;   and they landed safe at Aigues-Mortes,
near Marseilles, on the 28th of June  1607, and thence proceeded to
Avignon.    The apostate made his abjuration in the hands of the vice-
legate, and the year following went with Vincent to Rome, and there entered
himself a penitent in the austere convent of the Fate-Ben-Fratelli, who
served the hospitals according to the rule of St John of God.

Vincent received great comfort* at the sight of a place most venerable
for its pre-eminence in the church, which has been watered with the blood
of so many martyrs, and is honoured with the tombs of the two great
apostles SS. Peter and Paul and many other saints. He was moved to
tears at the remembrance of their zeal, fortitude, humility, and charity,
and often devoutly visited their monuments, praying earnestly that he
might be so happy as to walk in their steps and imitate their virtues.
After a short stay at Rome, to satisfy his devotion, he returned to Paris
and took up his quarters in the suburb of St Germain's. There lodged
in the same house a gentleman, the judge of a village near Bordeaux, who